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The Week at a Glance

Schedule subject to change. Please check website for updates.        www.jewishmusicweek.com   416-638-4492

2023
SUN MAY 28 MON MAY 29 TUES MAY 30 WED MAY 31 THUR JUNE 1 FRI JUNE 2 SAT JUNE 3 SUN JUNE 4

JEWISH 
MUSIC WEEK  
WELCOMES 

YOU!

7:30 PM

JMW Private 
Donor Event SHABBAT 

SHALOM!

SHABBAT 
SHALOM!

10:00 – 11:00 AM

Songs of The 
Beauty Queen of 

Jerusalem
Dr. Judith R. Cohen

u LEAH POSLUNS THEATRE

12:00 – 1:00 PM

The Debbie  
Friedman 
Songbook

Noa Vlessing

u LEAH POSLUNS THEATRE

2:00 – 3:00 PM

Violin: The Soul 
of Jewish Music

Rebekah-Jurecka 
Duo

u LEAH POSLUNS THEATRE

7:00 PM

Becoming  
Chava / Fiddler’s 

Journey
Neva Small

u LEAH POSLUNS THEATRE

1:00 – 4:00 PM

JAM-Ex  
Meet-the-Artist 

Reception  
and JMW Launch

u SCHWARTZ REISMAN

2:00 – 3:00 PM

Moyshe & the 
Swingsters 
(at JAM-Ex)

u SCHWARTZ REISMAN

8:00 PM

Remembering 
Burt Bacharach

Simon Spiro

u REDWOOD THEATRE

10:00 – 11:00 AM

Jewish Women 
& the New York 
Opera Industry

Dr. Samantha 
M. Cooper

u BETEL CENTRE

12:00 – 1:00 PM

Look for the  
Silver Lining:  
The Songs of 
Jerome Kern
Ilana Waldston

u BETEL CENTRE

2:00 – 3:00 PM

The Dream of 
My People

Film

u BETEL CENTRE

8:00 PM

Jewish Classics

Toronto Jewish 
Camerata Orchestra

u BETH TIKVAH

10:00 – 11:00 AM

The Influence of 
Music & Cultural 
Memory in Art

Sara Petroff

u SCHWARTZ REISMAN

12:00 – 1:00 PM

1973:  
The Best Year 

for Jews in  
Pop Music

Luciano Decicco

u SCHWARTZ REISMAN

2:00 – 3:00 PM

Russian-Yiddish 
Songs

Miriam Eskin 
Nina Shapilsky  
Rodion Boshoer

u SCHWARTZ REISMAN

10:00 – 11:00 AM

Cosmic  
Vibrations

Rabbi-Cantor 
Michael McCloskey

u COLUMBUS CENTRE

12:00 – 1:00 PM

Today’s Israeli  
Pop Hits

The ShinShinim

u COLUMBUS CENTRE

2:00 – 3:00 PM

Magical Jazz 
Interpretations

Stan Samole

u COLUMBUS CENTRE

8:00 PM

A Sondheim 
Jazz Project

u OLD MILL TORONTO

10:00 – 11:00 AM

Seven Decades 
of Israeli Songs

Cantor Benjamin 
Maissner

u HOLY BLOSSOM

12:00 – 1:00 PM

88 Keys -  
75 Years

Robert Horvath

u HELICONIAN HALL

2:00 – 3:00 PM

The Great  
Dictionary of the 
Yiddish Language 

Opera Radio  
Broadcast

u ZOOMER HALL

10:30 – 11:30 AM

Cool Kids 
Concert

Marky Weinstock

u BETH SHOLOM

1:00 – 3:00 PM

Jewish Music 
Walking Tour

Rav Shaanan Scherer

u END AT KIEVER SHUL

4:00 – 6:00 PM

Less  
Than Kosher 

Film and 
Performance

u HOT DOCS

8:00 PM

Borito

Indie Pop Band 
from Israel

u MONARCH TAVERN

AFTER SHABBAT

Community 
Melaveh Malka

u BETH EMETH
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Greetings from the 
Artistic Director 

What an exciting year for Jewish people, for Israel, for music, and for Jewish 
Music Week! 

This year’s festival is focusing on Israel at 75.  Flip through our schedule and you’ll 
see a fantastic offering of programs to highlight the soundtrack of Eretz Yisrael.  
Enjoy the Sephardic music of the Beauty Queen of Jerusalem, the Chazzanut of 
Yossele Rosenblatt in Palestine, an afternoon of today’s top Israeli hits, seven 
decades of Israeli song both in PowerPoint and on 88 piano keys, and finally, an 
Israeli indie-pop band straight from Tel Aviv! Look for the Israel 75 icon to identify 
these events.

We’re also shining a light this year on songwriters. We start with an evening of 
songs by the great Burt Bacharach who recently passed away. For fans of jazz 
and musical theatre, we’re presenting an hour of Jerome Kern standards and 
an evening with A Sondheim Jazz Project. Jewish folk is featured with a heart-
warming program of The Debbie Friedman Songbook, and pop lovers can get 
down with the songwriters of 1973, the “best year for Jews in pop music”.

In between celebrating Israel and songwriters, join us to experience the 
many styles of Jewish music. There really IS something for everyone in this  
year’s festival.

We’ve had a terrific team putting it all together for you, and the festival awaits. 
Many thanks to our supporters, sponsors, and donors.

If you enjoy Jewish Music Week, I ask you to please make a donation, and please 
be generous.  The festival needs your support.

For now, enjoy the music!  See you at the festival!

Aliza Spiro 
Artistic Director

Greetings from the 
Jewish Music Week Board 

On behalf of the Board we are thrilled to welcome you to this year’s Jewish Music 
Week events. We are so very excited to have live events once again thoughout our 
city. As always, we have a wide variety of Jewish musical genres for you to enjoy.

We want to thank all of you who have continued to support us throughout the 
years. We are so proud that Jewish Music Week has become a cultural icon in 
Toronto. It continues to keep the life and spirit of Jewish music alive.

As you can see in the pages of this Program Guide, we are showcasing a wide 
range of Jewish music through both live performances and educational yet 
entertaining lectures and film. We proudly provide opportunities for both 
established and promising new artists.

We greatly appreciate the hard work of our Artistic Director, Aliza Spiro, who 
each year pours her heart and soul into making this event a landmark not only in 
Toronto, but well beyond our city’s borders.

We also want to thank all of our volunteers who work so hard at making Jewish 
Music Week such a success. And of course we’d never be able to pull this off 
without our many sponsors and donors.

So come on out and enjoy the festival!

Jewish Music Week Board of Directors

William Sklar 
Mathias Memmel 
Steven Stein



6 7

Aliza Spiro, Artistic Director

She puts the festival together so that our 
audiences will have a well-rounded choice 
of stellar music programming.

Bill Sklar
JWM Board, President

Steve Stein
JWM Board

Mathias Memmel
JWM Board

Roza Berkowitz, Volunteer Coordinator
Roza puts together our extraordinary team of volunteers, making sure 
each one knows what to do and when to do it so that our audiences have 
all their needs addressed at each event.

Reggie Delovitch, Artist & Venue Administrator
Reggie makes sure all the paperwork for the artists and venues is 
complete so that there are no surprises for anyone (except, of course, 
the JMW audience)!

Judy Jacobs, Consultant, Former JMW Managing Director
Judy has made herself available to offer her expertise in many aspects 
of the festival to which only she held the secrets... 

Pamela Kenley, Publicist
Pamela sends out JMW publicity material in every direction to reach 
as many music-lovers as possible. They are so grateful, and so are we!

Barbara Lazar, The Telephone Lady
Barbara’s is the lovely voice you hear when you phone the Jewish 
Music Week office. She’s super friendly and you’ll have a delightful 
chat when you call.

Harriet Millstone, Hospitality Director
Harriet arranges flights and accommodation for our  
out-of-town performers. With everything being looked after, they only 
need to concentrate on entertaining YOU!

Benjamin Shindman, Technical Liaison
Benjamin coordinates between each artist and venue to make sure all 
tech needs are met. Without him, you wouldn’t hear the music! He is 
bright and efficient, and he Gets. It. Done.

Melanie Siegel & Ian Leventhal, Artists-in-Residence
Melanie and Ian are the driving forces behind JMW’s 
newest initiative JAM-Ex, curating the Shadowbox 
Collection at the MNJCC and the Main Show at the 
Schwartz Reisman Centre. 

The Jewish Music Week Board is made up of a fun trio of clear-thinkers and 
deeply focused leaders – exactly what any organization needs to run smoothly 
and successfully.  And JMW has them!

Our
Jewish Music
Week Team


